
US 6 Clifton Transportation Study

Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) Study Process

What is a PEL Study?
PEL is a study process that is typically used to identify transportation issues and environmental concerns. It can be applied to make 

planning decisions and for planning analysis. These decisions and analyses, for example, can be used to identify and prioritize future 

projects, develop the purpose and need for a project, determine project size or length, and/or develop and refine a range of alternatives. 

PEL studies should be able to link planning to environmental issues and result in useful information that can be carried forward into the 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process. The adoption and use of a PEL study in the NEPA process is subject to a determination 

by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).
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